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High-tech house gives a green message

Fyal BRatachanes

TIW ES MEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Aninteractive model of a
house with details of which activity
consumes how much water and a ma-
chine that will tell you how much of
your body welght comprises of water
arejustsome of theexhibits atthe wa-
ter and waste water gallery that was
launched at the Mational Science Cen-
fre on Tuesday, A stateof-the-art pro-
ject and a first in the country: the gal-
lery wasjointly launched by DUIB and
the MAC and is partof the agency’s ou-
freach programme underthe Yamuna
Action Plan-11.

The gallery, inaugurated by chief
minister Sheila Dilishit, has owver 20
digplays, including illustrative panels,
interactive kiosks, live models and
docimentaries on water supply, sew-
erage and river enwvironment, aims at
sensitizing the voungster who visit
thegallervon waterre lated issues and
enforcing water conservation.

Spealing on the occasion, Dileshit
said the gallery would plav a crueial
role in creating awareness about the
importance of water as a scarce re-
source, She said the gallerywill aidin
erlucating and awalening the people
tothe need forwater conservation ancd
in bringing about abatement of polha-
tionin the river Yamumna.

FOR A CAUSE: CM5heila Dikshit inaugu-
rated the exhibition onwater on Tuesday

networl, projects under YAPID and
the interceptor sewage systen.

Dikshit added: “A dirty Yamuna
leads toa dirty Delhi. We must bring
about a paradigm shift of thought to
conssrving waterand protecting it

Chief executive of ficer of DB, Ra-
mesh Negi said: “The crs to leep a-
muna clean and Delhi green, lies in
curparticipative efforts to stop pollut-
ing the river and of using water judi-
ciolsly™
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Happiness is all about

earning more than others

London: Money can buy you hap-
piness, only if vou earn more of it
than your friends, scientists sav

A study of life satisfaction in
dozens of countries found that con-
frary to popular perception, economic
growth doesn’t bring with it a corre-
sponding long-term rise in happiness.

While people may feel more pos-
itive in the short-term, the shine
quickly wears off, found the study
by researchers from University of
Southern California. Howewver, they
found that the rich are happier than
the poor within an individual coun-
try the Daily Mail reported.

This implies that what matters is
earning more than others, not the ac-
tual amount earned, said professor
Richard Easter]lin, who led the study:

Professor Easterlin first coined
the theary in the 1970s which became
known as the Easterlin Paradox.

With several recent studies chal-
lenging his findings, professor East-
erlin again set out to examine if
this pattern still exists. After crunch-
ing together figures from 37 coun-
tries around the globe, he saidlittle
had changed.

Easterlin said: “Simply stated,
the happiness-income paradox is
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HEIGHEDUR'S ENVY

this: at a point in time both among
and within countries, happiness
and income are positively correlat-
ed. But, over time, happiness does
not increase when a person’s inoome
increases.” #n
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Clean IT outperforms D-Street in season of scams

Pranav Mam biar | in

Bangalore: nfosys Technol-
ogies CEO KrisGopalalarish-
nan on Monday cauntioned
the I'T sector against compla-
cency, with the economic sit-
uation worldwide still look-
ing unpredictable. However,
at least for now, the sectar is
seeing the greatest confi-
dence among nwestors.

This is reflected on Dalal
Street. Over the last three
months (ending December
14}, the BSE IT index grew
9.61%, which is greater than
all other sectoral indices, in-
cluding auto, banks, metal,
power and realty, and sub-
stantially higher than the

Tech Gains

{In 3&)
Last3 Lastl
monaths* month*
iT 95 4.3
Auto 85 15
Durables 4.1 -~ 10
FMCG 258 ~ 2.6
Oil &gas 18 0.9
Metal 08 ~3.1
Bankex -24 1.2
Power -Th -5.G
Realty -21.8 - 18.6
Sensex 302 - L8
 Month ending Dee 14

sensex, which has risen 3%
during the period. In the last

one month (ending Decem-
ber 14y, the BREIT index rose
4.2%, compared toa 1.8% fall
inthesensex.

Several factorsare seento
helptheITrally The past few
quarters have seen the de-
mand for I'T from US custom-
ers recovering sharply from
the lows of 2008 and 2009, Dis-
cretionary 1T  expenses-
—those beyond what 18 re-
quired for keeping an
existing operation going-
—that were held back during
the recession are rising
againThe IT pack has out-
performed  the  broader
sensex because of the more
trusted governance struc-
ture inIT companies, afactor

that's become im portant now
with corporate malfeasance
izsues coming to the fore, IT
blue chips like Infosys, TCS
and Wipro are perceived to
have a relatively clean image
as far as corporate govern-
ance and transparency is
concerned. The recent home
loans and 2G telecom spec-
trum scams have impacted
the scrips of sectors like
banking, realty and telecom.
The banking index hasfallen
by 26% and realty by 21.5%
over the last three months,
“The low beta or defen-
sive stocls like IT, generally
do better under a risky husi-
ness  environment,”  said
Srishti Anand, IT analyst,

BSE bars 12 cos
from trading

Mumbai: The BSEon
Tuesday said it has
decided to suspend
tradinginl2companies,
including Vishal Exports,
forvarying periods with
effectfromJanuary 13,
2011, onnon-compliance
withthe Listing
Agreement. ssencEs

Angel Broking, Rupee appre-
ciation has been a concern
for a while, but over the past
month, there has actually
been areverse movement.
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IGNOU exemplifies inclusive education
by being truly universal in nature,

catering to everyone from a fisherman
in Tamif Nadu to an inmate at Tihar jail

Vimal Chander Joshi

& vimal joshi#hindusfantimes.com

fter finishing his BSc
A (botany) from Hindu

College last year,
Srijeet Basu Matari, from
Assam, wanted to pursue a
postgraduate degree pro-
gramme in journalism. Much
to his delight, Indira Gandhi
National Open University
(IGNOU) had introduced an
on-campus MA programme
in the discipline in the same
year. “There are very few uni-
versities (including Jamia
Millia Islamia), which offer a
PG degree in journalism. On
the top of that, IGNOU is a
central university,” says

“Even though we study in an
on-campus programme, there
s no provision of hostel, nor

are we entitled to the OTC
bus pass, like other regular
university students,” says a
final-year student of MA
social work

Matari.
Unconventional pro-
grammes - which very few

* Indian Universities offer - is

one of IGNOU's biggest
strengths. These include
masters in translation stud-
ies, folklore and culture stud-

Hindustan Times, ND 15-Dec-10

profile indira gandhi national open u

ies, extension and develop-
ment studies, and a diploma
in women's empowerment,
among others.

The varsity has also given
a new dimension to open edu-
cation by offering profession-
al programmes through dis-

niversity

tance learning. These include
degrees in physical and natu-
ral sciences, nursing, health,
engineering and technology,
computers, library and infor-
mation sciences and BEd,
among others.

“We are not a correspon-

Weaimtoreach outtohemasses.
India s a vast country with more
than 60% of the population fiving
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inrural areas. They take distance

)
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convenient for people in any kind of employment. We
also run ski-based courses for army jawans that make
them employable even after retirement

~ Prof KR Srivasthsan, pra-vice chancelior, IGNOU

dence university. We run pro-
grammes through distance
learning mode 50 as to reach
out to students who, at times,
can't attend classes regularly,
such as those staying in the
Andamans or prisoners in
Tihar jail,” says Prof KR
Srivathsan, pro-vice chancel-
lor, IGNOU.

Famous for: With over 30
lakh students enrolled in 338
programmes, the university
was conferred with the title
of world’s largest university
by UNESCO.

Programmes: Though
there are 338 certificate,

diploma and degree pro-
grammes on offer; those
offered on campus (in Maidan
Garhi, New Delhi) include a
masters in electronic media
production and management,
iabour and development,
translation studies; MSc in
actuarial science and chem-
istry; MTech in airport infra-
structure engineering; inte-
grated MSc and PhD in
physics and astrophysics.
IGNOU is planning to offer
these programmes at regional
centres as well,
Extracurricular: Since
on-campus programmes are

|

less than two years old, co-
curricular and extracurricu-
lar activities have still not
become a part of the univer-
sity's culture. However, stu-
dents have set the ball rolling
because they see these activi-
ties as ‘unifiers’, “On
Republic Day, we organised
Gantantra Kala Kriti where
students from different pro-
grammes got together on one
platform, gave performances
and had informal discussions
on a host of subjects,” adds
Nitin Shabh, a final-year stu-
dent of MSc (actuarial sei-
ence). .

Infrastructure: The uni-
versity has 59 regional cen-
tres, five sub-regional centres
and 1,621 study centres
across the country.

It is a dynamic hub of cen-
tres and cells of higher learn-
ing for students, scholars as
well as teachers. It has a cen-
tral placement cell, a centre
for innovations in distance
education, a centre for dis-
ability studies and a research
unit.

ed
1985 with the aim of educat-
ing millions of students with-
out requiring them to travel to
the campus from their home-
towns. Flexibility of leaning is

tance, time t: a
degree and eligibility. The pro-
grammes are run by the varsi-
1y's 21 schools, including
school of agricutture, comput-
er and information sciences,
engineering and technology,
health sciences, social sci-
ences, sciences and manage-
ment studies, among others

Found on campus: “Only
four universities offer MSec in
actuarial science. I chose
IGNOU because its curricu-
tum is better than that of oth-
ers. Moreover, its fees
(35,000 per semester) is
quite affordable,” says Nitin
Shah, final-year student of
the discipline.
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Integrated reasoning included for June
after survey feedback encouragec

use of problem-solving methods

Yimal Chander Joshi

® Vimal.joshi@hindustantimes.com

MAC, the agency con-

ducting the GMAT

exam, is to open its
first India office in Delhi
after Hong Kong and
London. Lawrence M
Rudner, vice president, R&D,
speaks to HT Horizons about
the fee, trends and more

Why did GMAC decide to add the
integrated reasoning part from
June 20127

We have carried out three
big surveys in the last five
years and have realised that
the world is changing fast
and we must bring problem-
solving methods to suit the
needs of the (management)
schools. In our last survey,
we interviewed 750 faculty
members from schools
around the world and on the
basis of the feedback, we
decided on the changes.

Trends amonp GMAT takers from:
around the world?

From July 2008 to June 2010,
we found that 30,633 Indian
students gave the test from
different locations around
the world while the number
of Chinese students stood at
around 50,000. Non-US test
takers increased to 52% in
2010 from 40% in 2005.

How many Indian B-schools have
started accepting the score?
Currently 31 accept the
GMAT score for admission to
one of their programmes.

How will the Delhi office heip

Indian test-takers - will the GMAT
test fee come down then?

The fee ($250 at present)
might go up. But one can get
more information from the
office. {Business) Schools can
coordinate with them and the

quality, security and consis-
tency of the test can be maq
Tained afterwards.’

What's the average score of GMA
takers in India and how does it ¢
compare with the rest of the worl
The average score of Indian
test-takers is 560-565 while
the global average is 530.
Indians do well in quant
{quantitative section) but
their average in the verbal
section is slightly lower whe
compared to the American -

" Indian B-schools normally accepl

CAT, for which pecple with engi-
neering and mathematics back-
ground have an edge over others.

Who will have the advantage in tf

GMAT exam?

(Business) schools say they .

want poets and artists. It is
test and if you are prepared’
for it then there is no reasol
why you cannot succeed. It |
clearly lets you know about :
the programme you are suit |
ed for. It tests people across
the board (and not only eng
neers).
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Zamrudpur: II'T report to be
~ basis for questioning

Rahul Tripathl | Tan

New Delhi: TOl's report on some
files relating to last year’s Zam-
rudpur collapse going missing
from DMRC’s office has had one
positive fallout. It has galvanised
the crime branch of Delhi Police
which is probing the mishap in
which six people were killed. The
cops have decided to summon offi-
cials of DMRC, Gammon India,
Arch Consultants and Tandon
Consultants for questioning on
the basis of the findings of IIT
Roorkee. Crime branch officials
say the probe will be completed in
three months after whichacharg-
esheet will be filed.

Six persons were killed and 21

“people injured on July 12, 2009,
- when a pillar holding the over- .

head railway tracks of the Badar-
pur-Central Secretariat line col-
lapsed at Zamrudpur near Lady
Shri Ram College. The police had
registered acaseof culpablehom-

TIMES FOLLOW-UP

icide not amounting to murder
and the probe was later trans-
ferred to the crime branch. How-
ever, noarrests have beenmade in
the case even over 16 months after
the incident.

DelhiPolice had sought expert
opinion from IIT Roorkee after
which a panel of engineers stud-
jed the collapsed structure and

submitted its findings in April
2010. The 100-pagereport is learnt
to have made some adverse com-
ments. '

DCP (crime) Ashok Chand
said, “Investigations are still go-
ing on. We are analyzing the re-
portfromIIT Roorkee.”

The crack on Pier 67 was first
noticed on April 1 but despite that
the collapse could not be prevent-
ed. DMRChad earlier said that the
design consultant had misled the
agency. A case under Section 304A
of IPC has been registered at
Amar Colony police station and
sample testing reports from FSL
at Rohini and CFSL, Chandigarh,
have been received by the crime
branch,
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Jamia students not allowed in exam protest at CP

New Delhi: Several students of Ja-
mia Millia Islamia who were disal-
lowed to take their first semester
exams in the first week of Decem-
ber and student activists of All In-
dia Students’ Association of Jawa-
harlal Nehru University staged a
demonstration at Jantar Mantar
on Tuesday. They were demanding
readmission and rescheduling of

their exams.

Three hundred post-gradua-
tion, MPhil and PhD students were
not allowed to sit for their first se-
mester exams due to shortage of at-
tendance. As per the university
rules, the students lost whole year
and were told to seek fresh admis-
sioninthe new academic calendar.

The protesters claimed the 300

students were not given any warn-
ing prior to the cancellation of ad-
missions. Earlier the media coordi-
nator of Jamia, Simi Malhotra,
said: “It was clearly mentioned in
the prospectus that the students
need 75% attendance. All depart-
ments pericdically displayed the
attendance sheets and the students
should havetakennoteof that.” rnw
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Supergun can blast
target 160km away

Fires Bullet At 8 Times The Speed Of Sound With Pinpoint Accuracy

London: Scientists are developing
what they call a supergun which
could obliterate a target 160km
away through sheer power usinga
bullet fired at eight times the speed
of sound.

The gun, which was tested re-
cently at the Naval Surface War-
fare Centre in Dahlgren, Virginia,
has been described as the most pow-
erful in the world.

A shot fired by the electromag-
netic railgun generated 33 mega-
joules of force out of the barrel —
a world record for muzzle energy
and more than three times the pre-
vious record.

A single megajoule is roughly
equivalent to a one-tonne car trav-
elling at 160kmph. The impact of
the projectile hitting a target would
be 33 times that force, the Daily
Mail reported.

According to the report, the bul-
Iet would take just minutes to fire
over 160km and would hit with pin-

o moodboard,-‘t:umrs

SURE SHOT: The bullet fired by the
supergun doesn’t explode on
impact but obliterates whatever it
hits through sheer power

point accuracy with a velocity that's

impossible in conventional guns. .

The cannon fires a 9kg bullet or
missile at a speed that is impossible
in conventional guns. Its makers say
it has pinpoint accuracy.

Instead of relying on an explo-

sive propellant such as gunpowder,
the railgun uses a giant surge of
electrical energy to fire the bullet
at speeds approaching Mach8. The
bullet doesn’t explode on impact
but obliterates whatever it hits
through sheer power.

Currently, US warships can only
reach targets about 20km away, but -
the navy hopes the hew gun will al-
fow attacks from a much safer dis-
tance. Rear Admiral Nevin Carr,
chief of naval research, said the
gun could be aimed at a magazine
on an enemy ship and “let his ex-
plosives be your explosives”,

But it will be at least another
five years — possibly ten — before
the weapon is ready to be used on
ships, scientists said.

They hoped that by 2025, the
technology will almost double the
power of the gun.”People see these
things in the video games, but this -
isreal,” said programme manager
Roger Ellis. pni
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Man vs machine: TV
show contestants
to take on computer

New York: TV game show
‘Jeopardy’ will pit man ver-
sus machine this winter in
a competition that will
show how successful sci-
entists are in creating a
computer that can mimic
human intelligence.

Two of the venerable
game show’s most success-
ful champions, Ken Jen-
hings and Brad Rutter, will
play two games against
‘Watson’, a computer pro-
gramme developed by IBM’s
artificial intelligence team.

The matches will be
spread over three days that
will air from February 14-
16, the game show said.

The competition is rem-
iniscent of when I1BM de-
veloped a chess-playing
computer  to compete

against chess champion

Garry Kasparov in 1997.
- The ‘Jeopardy’ answer-
and-question format is a dif-
ferent kind of challenge. It
often requires contestants
to deal with subtleties, puns
and riddles and come up

with answers fast.

‘Watson’ is named for
iBM founder Thomas .J Wat-

BATTLE OF WITS: Ken
Jennings {L) and Brad
Rutter will play two games
against ‘Watson’, a
computer program
developed by IBM, on the US
game show ‘Jeopardy’

son. It will look nothing like
the computer "“maid” on
*“The Jetsons™.

Rather, IBM said its on-
screen appearance will be
represented by a round
avatar. The winner gets a
$1 million prize. ap
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Unveiled: A

chip with 20

times more
memory

“Taipei: Taiwanese scie'iitiéfs'

have unveiled an advanced mj-
crochip technology which thely
claimed marks a breakthrou
in piling ever more memo
into ever smaller spaces, a m
dia report said. S
The scientists said they ha
succeeded in producing a ¢
cuit measuring just ninp

nanometres across — one -

nanometre is equal to one hq—
lionth of a metre.
“Researchers used to beheVe

that 20 nanometres was the lim-
it for microchip technologies,”
said Ho Chia-hua, who heads
the team behind the project at
the state-run National Nano De-
vice Laboratories.
- Achipusing the new mem-
ory technology has about 20
times the storage capacity of
memory units now available
on the market and consumes
just one 200th of the electrip}
ty, the scientists said.

The benefits of greaﬁer
memory and reduced eleg-
tricity consumption are high-

1y sought in the manufacture -

of electronic gadgets like
smart phones and tablet
computers, are
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Intel to focus on
affordable PCs

Sujit John | TaN

Bangalore: Efforts to take
PCs to the masses in India
hasn’t had a great record.

Yet, Intel is taking new ini-

tiatives in that direction.
The company's chief
technology officer, Justin
Rattner, , told TOI that he’s
starting what he calls a “fru-
gal engineering” effort at its
India facility. “It’s intended
to bring high technology to
these huge populations, to
those whom our productsfor
the most partdonot touchto-
day. And India seemed to be
the perfect place to do that
kind of work,” hesaid.
-~ Rattner said his lab was
“kicking around ideas” in
the space. “We want to do ve-
ry low-cost PCs, very power
efficient, very robust in the
face of unreliable power
sources. So we are moving
from a US/European audi-
ence, with hundreds of mil-
lions of customers, to an au-
dience of a billion or two

Intel arm buys
into B'lore co

Bangalore: Intel Capi-
tal, Intel’s global invest-
- ment arm, has acquired
~ shares in Omnesys Tech-
nologiles, a Bangalo-
re-based provider of soft-
ware for securities
trading and order-man-
agement systems. The
. terms of the transaction
werenotdisclosed. mw

billion. Give them online re-
ach, but at a price point that
is unprecedented,” he said.

For this, he is even looking
at developing a new processor,
a ‘sub-Atom’ as he called it.
Atom is currently Intel’s
cheapest processor and is
used for netbooks, net tops,
smartphones and the compa-
ny's smart TV platform. “We
see anopportunity even below
that,” he said.
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Supreme Court notice to States on
de-recognition of deemed varsities

J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday issued no-
tice to all States seeking their
response to the Tandon com-
mittee report recommending
de-recognition of 44 deemed
universities (DUs) for not
meeting the prescribed stan-
dards and that these institu-
tions be affiliated to the
respective State universities,

A Bench cotisisting of Jus-
tices Dalveer Bhandari and
Deepak Verma passed this
order observing that it was
necessary to hear the views of
the States before any order
was passed as about two lakh
students were sought to be

shifted to the State universi- -

ties if the Tandon committee
recommendation was to be
accepted.

The Bench posted the mat-
ter for final hearing on Janu-
ary 11, 2011 and asked the
parties concerned to com-
plete the pleadings and file
written submissions by then.

Earlier, Additional Solic-
itor-General Indira Jaising,
appearing for the Centre,
submitted that since Solic-
itor-General Gopal Subrama-
niam was not available in
Delhi, she was seeking an ad-
journment. She said Attor-

* No further adjournment will be granted, court

tells Centre

® DUs see move to weicome foreign universities

Into India

ney-General G.E. Vahanvati
would appear in this matter.

Justice Bhandari, while
granting adjournment, made
it clear to the ASG that since
the matter pertained to the
lives of about two lakh stu-
dents, no further adjourn-
ment wonld be granted and it
was immaterial for the court
whether the AG or any other
law officer appeared in the
matter,

In response to the notice
issued to the 44 DUs, it was
submitted on their behalf
that none of the DUs was
ever informed of the with-
drawal of affiliation as a pos-
sible outcome of the review
by the Tandon committee,

The DUs were led to be-
lieve that they were partici-
pating in the Centre’s efforts
in formulating the policy re-
lating to higher education.

Allegation

It was alleged that the mo-
tive behind the churning
process had been to clear the

field of university education
to welcome foreign universi-
ties into India. It was sub-
mitted that the Centre had
sought to stretch the scope of
an unrelated writ petition to
achieve a collateral object of
quickly effecting a wholesale
de-recognition of several ex-
isting DUs on an ill-formed
and still-evolving higher
education policy. \

Media publicity

The decision to de-recog-
nise 44 DUs was wantionly
given wide media publicity
even without any forewarn-
ing to the affected universi-
ties and shifting the stage to
the next level, viz. that of
rehabilitation of students
studying in these institu-
tions and at the same time
causing irreparable harm to
the reputation of the DUs
concerned,

The DUs wanted the court
to take into consideration all
these factors and render jus-
tice to the students,
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Da Vindi aircraft prototype at IIT techfest

K.A.DODHIYA

MUMBAI

Dec. 14: The Indian Insti-
tute of Technology, Bom-
bay, is all set to woo its stu-
dents and visitors to its
Techfest with. some rare
technological exhibits.
Among several exhibits is
a prototype of one of the
first designs of a flying
machine envisioned and
designed by Lecnardo Da
Vinci, who was known more
for his paintings than his

engineering and inventive
works. The exhibit will be
flown in from Austria,
where it is currently housed
in a2 museum.

According to one of the
chief coordinators of the
Techfest, the idea behind
organising an exhibition of
old technological inventions
was to allow students and

- visitors to understand and

learn to be innovative and
independent from the use of
modern gadgetry to make
new inventions,

“Apart from the flying
machine, he also designed
bridges and shoes that could
help people walk on water.
While prototypes of most of
his designs were made and
tested, the ones that were
successfully tested have
been kept in a museum in
Austria. The Techfest com-
mittee has managed to con-
vince the museum authori-
ties to fly in the prototype
Da Vinei’s flying machine,”
said- Rishabh Verma, a chief
coordinator. .
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Heart’s calling

Do what you love,
love what you do

N INCREASING number of youth are kicking plum conventional ca-
Aileers and big money to pay heed to their heart's calling, History hasa
isconcerting habit of turning prevailing wisdom on its head. This ap-
plies equally to education and the stereotypes around it in India. Genera-
tions have grown up coaxing, forcing and pushing youngsters to get to the
“social highs” of being a doctor and an engineer. Dr or Er on their vehicles
would give parents a new high, whether or not it did to their children. A
bachelor of humanities or commerce would be looked down as a future
clerk and would be enrolled in a stenography class or as a vacuum cleaner
salesman — an M. Com or M. A. could well turn out to being just a boring
teacher. At a higher plinth, an IIM or I1T graduate would be weighed against
the money his campus placements get. For the institutions too, he is often of
great statistical value to flaunt their top billing among peers. There always
have been exceptions to the rule. But now, an increasing number of those
graduating from these top business schools or technology institutions dare
not to tread the beaten path. Many realise that money or climbing the cor-
porate ladder alone does not spell success or happiness. The burnout rate is
high and palpable. In the 80s, PD Rai, a passout of both the Indian Institute
of Management and Indian Institute of Technology, kicked a corporate sec-
tor job in Kolkata and left for Sikkim with his Chinese wife to launch Sikkim
Computers that was later to usher in an IT boom in the tiny state. Rai is now
the lone Lok Sabha member from Sikkim. And then more recently, we have
had other examples such as of an [IM-Ahmedabad graduate Pradyot Bora
who chose to join a political party instead of a company. Now, there are
scores of graduates — from IIMs, IITs and other prestigious institutions who
have or want to becormne social entrepreneurs, politicians or NGO leaders.
They want to do what they love. They refuse to be prisoners of conventional
wisdom. A paradigm shift seems to be taking pl ace in the attitude of parents
as well. They watch and betray a greater understanding of their children
doing different things — shedding their business suits to get into denims
and walk away to villages to take up social entrepreneurship or to teach. In
fact, it is not rare that many parents themselves could be looking at a second
life. They are seen on the same page with their children as “friends” on so-
cial network sites. There could be two broad reasons for this apparent psy-
chological rebellion against the system. One, a lack of a multi-disciplinary
education system that allows a student to experiment with myriad things
and choose “out-of-the-box” courses. The other is the explosion of informa-
tion, ideas and opportunities arising out of a society in the midst of revolu-
tionary socio-economic transition. There are new career avenues, for which
there are no preparatory schools or courses. Sure, the business schools
teach a skill set that their graduates can apply in their chosen new areas of
work. But wouldn't it be better that new courses are designed and offered to
the youth so that they can make a career choice early on? Seven 1IM-Ban-
galore students opting out of placements want to join Congress, start law
firms and launch their own ventures. The youth today in a knowledge soci-
ety do not want to become the proverbial frog in the well, There isn't just one
ocean, there are several to choose from. For all you know, you may be a cob-
plef, ajgolfismith and a social entrepreneur or all at the same time,
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